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Come to the Royal Navy Submarine Museum  
and step on board the UK’s only surviving World War Two 
era submarine, HMS Alliance and discover more about 
what it was like to live beneath the waves.

Join our submariner guides who will describe what life was 
like on HMS Alliance. Experience the submarine’s interior 
which contains the belongings and the recreated sounds of 
the crew. This atmospheric experience provides inspiration 
for history, science, creative writing and art in particular.

Or visit Explosion Museum of Naval Firepower to make your 
school visit go off with a bang! There is plenty of science 
to discover with 150 years of naval firepower and changes 
in military technology. If you are focusing on history, a visit 
to Explosion will bring to life the site’s rich local heritage, 
including a chance to investigate the Grand Magazine from 
the time of Nelson’s Navy. Discover more about the lives of 
the women who worked at Priddy’s Hard during both the 
First and Second World Wars.

A Discovery Visit is a teacher led  
self-guided museum visit. 

We are excited to be able to offer you a choice of  
Discovery Visit supported with new Discovery Challenge 
packs for pupils and teacher guides. There is plenty to see 
in our galleries. 

These trails can be downloaded from our website before 
your visit and are free when you book a Discovery visit. 
They offer teachers a pick and mix of challenges that will 
support different ages and abilities. There will be a choice 
of two options depending on which Discovery visit you 
have booked. 

THE ROYAL NAVY SUBMARINE MUSEUM

The hands-on learning in the interactive science of 
submarines gallery is complemented by our history 
galleries. Holland One, the Royal Navy’s first submarine, 
makes a good comparison with our Second World War 
era submarines, offering a sense of how technological 
developments shaped the world. The Modern Submarines 
gallery explains Britain’s role and place in the world 
during the Cold war and as Gosport was the home of the 
Submarine Service there are links to local history.

Welcome to the schools programme at 
the Royal Navy Submarine Museum and 
Explosion Museum of Naval Firepower. 

WELCOME

TOURS OF HMS ALLIANCE

During the summer season, due to high demand, groups 
are allocated a 30 minute time slot on HMS Alliance 
with an introduction by our guides plus other guides are 
stationed throughout the boat to offer assistance.

EXPLOSION MUSEUM OF NAVAL FIREPOWER

Pupils will be able to see the original Powder Magazine 
dating from 1771, explore the stories of those who worked 
at Priddy’s Hard and wonder at the size of the big guns and 
shells used during the First and Second World Wars.  
A visit cannot fail to make an impression on pupils’ 
understanding of what conflict really means and the 
consequences it can have. 

NEW - THE NIGHT HUNTERS: THE ROYAL NAVY’S 
COASTAL FORCES AT WAR

In a brand new permanent gallery The National Museum 
of the Royal Navy pays tribute to the small band of young, 
courageous men, often reservist volunteers, who manned 
the wooden craft which were heavily armed, carrying 
ammunition, explosives and high-octane fuel as they went 
in to attack enemy naval forces at close range.

DISCOVERY 
VISITS
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New for 2022 we are offering a choice of two types of Discovery Visit:

ALL HANDS ON DECK

Target Group: KS2/3

Curriculum Links: Local History Enquiry. 

Sail through time with the Royal Navy. What role did the 
Royal Navy have in times of peace and conflict? What do 
the people, the places and the artefacts tell us about how 
lives were lived in the past? How did people experience 
major events? What jobs did they do? This Discovery visit 
will encourage pupils to use their historical enquiry skills 
to explore our unique collection. Pupils will be able to use 
our Discovery Challenge pack to become investigating 
historians. They will work through various activities 
making links, arguing using evidence, debating different 
perspectives, telling stories, comparing sources and problem 
solving. Pupils will have fun with this hands-on and minds 
on experience.

NAVAL GAME CHANGERS - OBJECTS THAT 
CHANGED THE WORLD

Target Group: KS2/3

Curriculum Links: Local History Enquiry: Science: Design & 
Technology

Discover the Royal Navy’s game changing use of science 
and technology and who were the inspired pioneers behind 
it. What do the people, the places and the artefacts tell us 
about how lives were lived in the past? This Discovery visit 
will encourage pupils to use their problem - solving skills to 
explore our unique collection. Pupils will be able to use the 
Discovery Challenge pack to work through various activities 
making links and arguing using evidence to explore the 
objects and people that changed the world.

DISCOVER 
MORE!

NEW 
DISCOVERY 
VISITS

The Challenge Packs can be downloaded from our website before your visit and are free when you book a 
Discovery Visit. They offer teachers a pick and mix of challenges that will support different ages and abilities.

There is now even more to explore with our new Discover More! offer.
Teachers can book this enhanced visit which includes a choice of Discovery Visit plus the following:

DISCOVERY CHEST

A teacher led pupil friendly activity station with resources designed to help with discussion, investigations, reflection, and 
creativity. Inside each of the Discovery Chests will be useful hands on equipment, including torches, magnifying glasses, 
thinking dice, object handling, and prompts. 

The Discovery Chests will also have helpful hints to support in gallery learning. 

Royal Navy Submarine Museum: Submarine Science
Explore the science behind designing, building and living on board submarines with a range of hands-on activities to 
challenge and inspire.

Explosion Museum: Priddy’s People
Discover more about the stories of people who worked at Priddy’s Hard throughout its history in particular the women 
who worked there during the two world wars.

Discovery Chests are available exclusively for your school visit and are located in our galleries at the Royal Navy Submarine 
Museum and at Explosion Museum. 

BUSY BOATS BAY

Our dedicated learning and play space at the Royal Navy 
Submarine Museum, Busy Boats Bay is available to hire for 
Early Years and Key Stage 1 groups either for a standalone 
experience or to enhance and support a visit to the rest of 
the museum. Please email phd.learning@nmrn.org.uk  
or call 02392 839766 (option 3) find out more or make  
a booking.

LOANS BOXES

The Life during the Second World War Loans Box will 
help your pupils to learn more about both submariners 
experiences at sea and those of their families left at home.

The Priddy’s People Loans Box will explore the experiences 
of female workers during the two World Wars.

Loans boxes are available for collection from the Museum 
and cost £30 for two weeks. To book the loans box please 
email education.bookings@nmrn.org.uk
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USEFUL INFORMATION 
FOR YOUR VISIT

PRICES

JOINT VISIT

SINGLE ATTRACTION VISIT

SPECIAL EDUCATION NEEDS AND ACCESS 
PROVISION 

Hand-held audio devices describing the collection are available 
by prior arrangement, for booked groups of people with visual 
impairments. The buildings are wheelchair accessible with 
accessible toilets and a lift. HMS Alliance is partially accessible 
for wheelchair users. We can provide wheelchairs, handling 
artefacts, trails or activities for those with learning difficulties 
or other types of needs. You can also book a Chill Out 
Backpack designed to support visitors with sensory needs or 
who need extra support to feel grounded and relaxed. Please 
discuss these with us beforehand. 

TEACHERS GUIDE

The teachers guide is a pdf booklet and will be available 
to download for free from our website. It will include 
information on each individual attraction, maps to help you 
find your way around our sites and must- see highlights to 
get the most out of your visit. 

PRELIMINARY VISITS

We strongly recommend you to come on a preliminary 
visit so that you can familiarise yourself with the site and 
complete your risk assessment paperwork. Preliminary visits 
are free of charge but school identification such as headed 
paper or your booking form is required. 

HOW TO BOOK
It is essential that you book your visit in advance. For further information or to make a booking please email  
phd.learning@nmrn.org.uk or call 02392 839766 and choose option 3.

DISCOVERY VISIT TO  
ROYAL NAVY SUBMARINE MUSEUM:

£5 PER PUPIL  
(Includes choice of Discovery Visit,  
Discovery Challenge pupil pack, and teachers guide).

DISCOVER MORE! VISIT TO  
ROYAL NAVY SUBMARINE MUSEUM:

£6 PER PUPIL  
(Includes all of the above plus the addition of the 
Discovery Chest interactive gallery resources)

ACCOMPANYING ADULTS: Ratios are: KS2/3 1 free adult per 5 pupils*

DISCOVERY VISIT TO BOTH SITES:
£8 PER PUPIL  
(Includes choice of Discovery Visit, Discovery Challenge 
pupil pack, and teachers guide). 

DISCOVER MORE! VISIT TO BOTH SITES:
£9 PER PUPIL  
(Includes all of the above plus the addition of the 
Discovery Chest interactive gallery resources) 

* Please note we strongly recommend classes are split into smaller groups of 6 consisting of 1 adult to 5 pupils when 
visiting indoor spaces.

Your group can choose to combine two of our museums in one day such as the Submarine Museum in the morning and 
Explosion Museum in the afternoon. 

Prices are correct at the time of print and include VAT where applicable. Any changes to published prices will be explained 
at the time of booking. 

CANCELLATIONS

If you need to cancel your booking please refer to the booking pages and your booking details for the current  
cancellation policy.

LUNCH FACILITIES

Spaces to eat your packed lunches are available and can be 
booked in advance. We will provide bin bags so that you 
can ensure areas are tidy afterwards.

HEALTH AND SAFETY

The site and all activities are fully risk assessed and subject 
to safeguarding and health and safety policies. Information 
to help you with your risk assessment can be downloaded 
from our website.

GETTING HERE 
Royal Navy Submarine Museum

Haslar Jetty Road, Gosport, PO12 2AS

There is ample free parking on site for all vehicles and there 
are some accessible parking bays further along the path 
near to HMS Alliance.

Explosion! Museum of Naval Firepower

Heritage Way, Priddy’s Hard, Gosport, Hampshire, PO12 4LE

There is free parking available on site for coaches and  
mini buses.

Please plan your journey so that you arrive by the time 
specified in the itinerary with your booking confirmation.



CONTACT US
Email: phd.learning@nmrn.org.uk  
School Bookings: 02392 839766 (option 3)


